History 2111/2112

Guidelines for the Research Project
Write a 1-2 page (500-1,000 word) paper outlining three notable aspects of the selected topic or person.  Focus on the major, historically-relevant details.  Add analysis by 1) writing a thesis statement (or topic sentence) which clearly defines the reason your group believes the idea, movement, or person was historically significant and 2) by discussing his, her, or its modern-day importance or legacy in the final paragraph(s) of your paper.  

A strong thesis statement (the first sentence of your paper) should read like this: Maria W. Stewart was an American pioneer, as she was the first native-born woman to lecture to both male and female audiences in defense of women’s rights.  Do not begin your paper like this: Maria W. Stewart was born in Hartford, Connecticut in 1803.
   FYI: Avoid using first and second person in a formal paper such as this one. 

Be sure to use at least two references.  One or fewer of the references should be an encyclopedia.  Resist the temptation to use Wikipedia.  It is quick and easy, but it is not a very dependable scholarly text.  The assignment requires you to use Galileo, which is accessible via the ‘library’ portal of the www.atlm.edu website.  Your group should download at least one article from a reputable, scholarly periodical on Galileo (submit a copy of the article along with the final written project).
All papers should be submitted in twelve-point font in a Word format using the template for 8 ½ x 11 inch white paper.  Use a one-inch top and bottom margin and double space.  The left and right margins should be 1.25 inches.  Be sure to include page numbers (do not number the first page).  Include your project’s title, the names of all group members and the class section in the top, left-hand corner.  Do not include a picture of the subject.

Do not plagiarize!  Your group will receive a grade of zero for a plagiarized paper.  A good rule of thumb is to note any place you use more than three or four of another author’s words.  Please consult www.plagiarism.org for tips on avoiding plagiarism.  Cite your sources using footnotes in Turabian or Chicago styled notation.  Make sure you consult a style guide or website for help with citing your sources.  Include a bibliography.  Sample footnotes and bibliographic entries are at the bottom of the page.

Happy writing and do not forget to proof read your paper.  A grading rubric has been uploaded to our course website for your convenience.    

Sample Note for a Bibliography Page

Richardson, Marilyn, ed. Maria W. Stewart, America’s First Black Woman Political Writer.  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987.

Sample Footnote
�Marilyn Richardson, ed., Maria W. Stewart, America’s First Black Woman Political Writer, (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987), 3.





